Missouri Woman Injures Neck After Tripping on Frozen Floor Mat — Appeals Court Affirms $275,000 Award
Plaintiff, age 49, injured her neck when she fell after tripping on a floor mat in the vestibule of the Wal-Mart store. A combination of moisture tracked into the store and cold weather caused the mat to freeze so that it no longer laid flat. Before plaintiff fell, an observer saw two or three people slip on the floor mat and told the store’s assistant manager about the problem. A Wal-Mart training video tape identified floor mats as a “big problem” of safety. It was not an error for the court to refuse to instruct the jury that corporations should be entitled to the same fair trial as a private individual. The appeals court affirmed the jury's $275,000 award.

Barbara A. Preston v. Wal-Mart, 923 S.W.2d 426 (Mo.App. W.D. 1996). John E. Turner, Kansas City, MO for plaintiff. Kevin R. Locke, Kansas City, MO for Wal-Mart.
Woman Injures Shoulder and Back in Slip and Fall on Puddle of Water at Wal-Mart Exit — Arkansas Supreme Court Affirms $20,973 Award
Plaintiff injured her shoulder and lumbar spine when she fell after slipping on a puddle of water that was located between the checkout counter and the exit door. When plaintiff returned to the store to report the accident “minutes” after her fall, the water was still on the floor. It was not an error to reject Wal-Mart’s proposed jury instructions when an Arkansas Model Instructions instruction covering the same subject matter was on point.

The jury awarded plaintiff $20,973 for medical expenses and the Arkansas Supreme Court affirmed the award.

Wal-Mart v. Edith Ann Kelton, 806 S.W.2d 373 (Ark.1991). Stephen M. Sharum, Fort Smith, AR for plaintiffs. Ben Core, Fort Smith, AR for Wal-Mart.

Louisiana Man Injures Knee and Ankle After Slipping on Tracked-In Water — Appeals Court Affirms $37,405.50 Award
Plaintiff injured his left knee and ankle when he slipped after entering a Wal-Mart store. It was raining. Wal-Mart failed to follow its “written rainy day procedure” of placing additional floor mats in the entrance area. It was not an error for the trial court to allow the testimony of a postal worker who also slipped that day.

The trial judge awarded plaintiff $36,405.50 for his damages and awarded plaintiff's wife $1,000 for loss of consortium. The appeals court affirmed the awards.

Edwin L. Barton Sr. v. Wal-Mart, 704 So.2d 363 (La.App. 3 Cir. 1997). Philip Gardiner Hunter, Alexandria, LA for plaintiffs. James Dey Kirk, Alexandria, LA for Wal- Mart.

According to the International Sanitary Supply Association (ISSA), most of the dirt found within a building is tracked in on people’s shoes, and about 85 percent of that dirt wouldn’t enter the building if entry mats are properly designed, placed and maintained. 

He estimates that the proper type and placement of matting can also reduce the costs of floor maintenance by thousands of dollars. According to Rones, 15 linear feet of matting is required to remove 75 percent of tracked-in debris. And he cites studies that show nine square feet of matting can stop one to two pounds of dirt per week. The studies also demonstrate that the average cost of removing a pound of dirt is $750.

“Obese Woman Suffers Multiple Injuries When Exercise Bike Purchased From Wal-Mart Collapses — Louisiana Appeals Court Reverses Judgment for Wal-Mart, Awards Plaintiff $10,469.72”
